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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of controlling a telecommunications network 
comprising the steps of: 

recognizing a condition; 

initiating a first call in response to recognizing the condition, including transmitting a 
first call set-up message indicating a first special calling party number; 

detecting a an AIN trigger when said first call reaches a switching point in the 
telecommunications network; 

in response to detecting the trigger, transmitting a fir§t query message to a control point 
in the telecommunications network, said first query message including said special calling party 
number; 

receiving said first query message at said control point; and 

storing , in response to said epeoial calling party numb e r, an indicator of said condition in 
response to receiving said first special calling party number. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
recognizing a change of said condition; 

initiating a second call in response to recognizing the change of said condition, including 
transmitting a second call set-up message indicating a second anoth e r special calling party 
number; 

detecting a an AIN trigger when said second ethe* call reaches a switching point in the 
telecommunications network; 

transmitting a second another query message including said second other special calling 
party number; 

receiving said second e th e r query message including said second other special calling 
party number; and 

updating said indicator of said condition in response to receiving said second other 
special calling party number. 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 wherein said first and second special party 
numbers are di fferent invalid calling party numbers. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein said step of updating said indicator includes a 
step of updating said indicator to a status existing prior to said step of storing. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I wherein said step of recognizing the a 
condition includes a step of determining a status associated with a subscriber telephone number 
and said step of initiating a first call includes a step of calling said subscriber telephone number. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of detecting a ea-AiN 
trigger is performed at a terminating switch serving a subscriber telephone line. 

7. . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 6 wherein said step of initiating said first 
call includes calling a telephone number of said subscriber telephone line. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said step of storing an indicator of 
said condition in response to receiving said first special calling party number includes a step of 
setting a flag as part of a call processing record of an associated subscriber. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising a step of transmitting a disconnect 
request. 

10. (Currently Amended) A telecommunications system comprising: 

a switched telephone network including a plurality of a ocrvioo switching points (SSPo) 

(i) interconnected by a plurality of communication links, and further i ncluding a number of 
subscriber lines associated with respective subscribers trunks for carrying ouotomor traffic and 

(ii) oonnootod to a private operations data network fog communicating control m e ssag e s ; 
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a database connected to the switched telephone network, the database storing call 
processing records associated with respective subscribers of said switched telephone 
networki[[,]] 

a server configured to detect a condition of a subscriber line associated with one of the 
respective subscribers and, in response to detecting the condition, initiate a call to the subscriber 
line including a call set-up message indicating a special calling party number: 

wherein said switching points are configured to receive the call set-up message and 
transmit a query message to said database in response to receiving said call set-up message, the 
query message including the special calling party number, and wherein s aid database is 
configured to receive said rospongivo to a opooial - palling party numb e r contained in a query 
message g e n e rat e d by one of oaid SSPo in roaponao to a oall to one of oaid subscrib e rs and t o set 
a service status flag of a call processing record associated with said subscriber line in response to 
receiving the special calling party number ono of said s ubscribers . 

. 11. (Canceled) 

. 12. (Currently Amended) The telecommunications system of claim 1 0 further comprising a 
server configured to detect a condition associated with said one subscriber and, in response, 
initiate said call to said one subscriber including said special calling party number, wherein said 
special calling party number is being an invalid telephone number indicative of said condition. 

13. (Original) The telecommunications system of claim 10 wherein said service status flag is 
also associated with said one subscriber. 

14. (Canceled) 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The telecommunications system of claim 1 0 wherein said 
switching points are on SSP oerving oaid one subscriber io configured to selectively route an 
incoming call in response to a message from said database, said message reflecting a status of 
said service status flag. 
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16. (Cunently Amended) The telecommunications system of claim 10 wherein said database 
comprises a Service Control Point (SCP) o e rvio e control point oonnoctod to said privat e 
operations data network , and said plurality of switching points comprise a plurality of Service 
Switching Points (SSPs) . 

17. (Canceled) 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A switched telephone network comprising: 

(4) a plurality of a Service Switching Points servioe switching points (SSPs) configurable 
to provision triggers associated with telephone lines of designated ones of subscribers served by 
respective ones of said SSP s and responsiv e to inooming calls to rospootivo onos of - ooid 
designated embsoriboro to initiate a query message including q apodal calling party numb e r 
associated with on e of said incoming oalls ; 

a system configured to detect a condition associated with one of the telephone lines of 
one of the desifmated subscribers of the telephone network and, in response to said condition* 
initiate a call to said telephone line using an ISDN User Part (ISUP) call set-up message 
including a special calling party number: 

- <ii) a plurality of trunks for carrying customer traffio betwe e n oaid SSPg; 

(iii) at l e ast ono oignaling transf e r point (STP) conn e cted to rec e iv e said qu e ry message 

from said SSPs; 

(iv) o privat e op e rations data network conn e cting said SSPo to said at looot on e signaling 

transfer point (STP); and 

(v) a service control point (SCP) connected to said plurality of SSPs and co nfigured to at 
least on e STP for rocoiving said qu e ry messag e and storing store service status indicators 
associated with each of said designated subscribers and rosponsivo to said sp e cial calling party 
numbor to set on e of said sorvioo status indicators associated with ono of oaid designat e d 
subscrib e rs, said SCP rosponsivo to said service status indicators for supplying call handling 
instructions in rcsponso to a subsequent query me s sag e . from oaid SSPo; 
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wherein said plurality of SSPs are further configured to receive the ISUP call set-up 
message including the special callinR party number and in response, tr ansmit a TCAP query 
message including the special calling party number to the SCP. and wher ein the SCP is 
configured to receive the qu ery message, modify the service status indicator associated with the 
one of the designated subscribers based on the special calling party number, and supply call 
handling instructions based on the service status indicator associated with the one of the 
designated subscribers for subsequent calls to said telephone line . 

19. (Previously Presented) The telecommunications system of claim 18 wherein said special 
party numbers axe different invalid calling party numbers associated with respective conditions 
to be reflected by said service status indicators. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method of processing an incoming oall from a oalling party calls 
to a telephone line serving a called party, comprising the steps of: 

identifying a connection status of said telephone line of said called party; - to o data 
network including 

determining whether the connection status indicates a busy condition of the telephone 

line: 

in response to determining a busy condition — 

(a) initiating a first call to said called party using a call set-up message 
indicating a special calling party number, 

(b) initiating transmitting a first query message to a remote control point, said 
first query message including said special calling party number, and 

(c) in response to receiving said Special calling party number at the remote 
control point , setting a status indicator of said telephone line at said remote control 
point; [[and]] 

receiving a request for a second call to the telephone line, the second call from a calling 

party: 

initiating the second call using a second call set-up message indica ting a calling party 

number associated with the calling party: and 
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transmitting a second query messape to the remote control point, said se cond Query 

message including the calling party number associated with the calling party, 
processing tho incoming oall in response to said stotuo indicator, 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein said stop of transmitting a first call 
set-up message includes transmitting comprises an ISDN User Part (ISUP) messag e to a Sorvic e 
Switohing Point ( S SP) serving a subscrib e r t e lephon e numbor wherein said otcp of initiating oaid 
oall includes a stop of oalling ooid subscrib e r t e lephone numb e r . 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 wherein: 

said step of transmitting a first query message includes transmitting a Transaction 
Capabilities Application Part (TCAP) message from said switching point [[SSP]] to the control 
point: 

the control point comprises a Service Contrpl Point (SCP); and 

said s t e p of roooiving inoludeo r e c e iving - said TCAP messag e at ooid SCP, 

said first special calling party number is, transmitted in a calling party identification 

portion of said TCAP message, said firsj special calling party number recognized as an invalid 

. telephone number. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 further comprising a step of processing, in 
response to said indicator, a subsequent third seeead call initiated to the same telephone number 
as said first call. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 wherein said step of initiating a first call 
to said called party includes transmitting an ISDht User Part (ISUP) message to a Service 
Switching Point (SSP) serving said called party. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 wherein: 

said step of transmitting a first query -message includes transmitting a Transaction 
Capabilities Application Part (TCAP) message from said SSP to the remote control point: 
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